
South Orange Public Library  www.sopl.org 

Children’s Services 

A-Z: Curated Online Resources for children and families

And this is just the beginning… 

ART, CREATIVITY & CRAFTS 

Coloring Pages 
Fun printable coloring pages 

 https://www.thecolor.com/popularcoloringpages.aspx

Homemade Playdough 
Create your own playdough 

https://tinkerlab.com/rainbow-play-

 dough/?fbclid=IwAR3tl7SITISngB6JSI5WPs_zbeWqtkuvYgUuwd0cdJmcCMCz_TjIL3Os-Ec

Inventive Kids 

Inventive Kids is a place where children and adults can learn about inventors and 

inventions, and their own creative potential! 

 http://inventivekids.com/

Make Beliefs Comics 
Express your ideas in comics.  Comic starters and printables. 

https://www.makebeliefscomix.com 

Origami 
Origami instructions and diagrams.  Also includes printable origami paper and instructions on 

how to use 8.5 x 11 sized paper. 

https://www.origamiway.com 
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BOOK CLUB 

Spaghetti Book Club 
The Spaghetti Book Club website is a place for kids who love to read and talk about books! It is 

the largest site of book reviews written and illustrated by kids for kids. 

 https://www.spaghettibookclub.org/ 

National Geography Book Club 
Every month is an adventure with new books, fun activities, and cool prizes. 

https://www.dogobooks.com/book_clubs/national-geographic-kids-book-clu  b

GARDENING 

Garden Activities for Kids 
Garden activities for kids unlock the magic of growing plants, provide keys to the mysteries of 

living things, and open the world of beautiful flowers. By sowing seeds or planting gardens, you 

and your kids can share the wonder of an ever-changing leafy world. 

https://lifestyle.howstuffworks.com/crafts/seasonal/garden-activities-for-kids.htm 

Kids Gardening 
Fun activities that provide opportunities for families or informal groups to learn together, while 

encouraging love for nature and the environment. 

https://kidsgardening.org/garden-activities/ 
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HISTORY 

National Museum of American History 
These resources are designed to help children of all ages explore topics in American history. The 

majority of the resources on this page are for school-aged children. Check the sidebar for links to 

Smithsonian resources and activities for early learners. 

https://americanhistory.si.edu/kids/kids-things-do-home 

Who Was Book Series Worksheets 
Worksheets from the popular who was/is series 

http://www.whowasbookseries.com/educators-resource/#activity-sheets 

HOMESCHOOLING 

Happy Homeschooler
Provides New Jersey homeschooling families with information about local groups, coops, events 

and online resources. 

http://www.thehappyhomeschooler.com 

Homeschool.com 
Links to printable, articles, curriculums, and local support groups. 

https://www.homeschool.com  

Printable Worksheets 
Printable-Worksheets.com is a free resource for teachers, tutors and parents looking for 

supplemental materials to add to their children's educational activities. 

https://www.printable-worksheets.com 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

ABC Mouse   
Educational website for children ages 2 through 8 years. 
 
ABC Mouse access 

 

 

Scholastic’s Learn at Home 
Day-by-day projects to keep kids reading, thinking, and growing. Organized by grade level. 
 
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html 

 

 

 

 

MATH  
 

Bedtime Math 
Bedtime Math’s mission is to help kids love numbers so they can handle the math in real life. 
 
http://bedtimemath.org 

 

 

Cool Math Games 
Math games for kids to enjoy. 

 
https://www.coolmathgames.com 

 

 

Khan Academy 
Khan Academy’s mission is to provide a free, world-class education for anyone, anywhere. 
 
https://www.khanacademy.org 

 
 

PBS Mathematics 
Kindergarten to 8th grade 
 
 
https://nj.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/mathematics/k-8-mathematics/#.XnzTIy2ZN0s 
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POETRY (April is Poetry Month) 

The Great 2020 Quarantine Book Spine Poem Challenge! 
From School Library Journal The Great 2020 Quarantine Book Spine Poem Challenge! 

Make a book spine cento poem using the books inside your house.  

Take a picture and send it to scopenotes@gmail.com 

http://100scopenotes.com/2020/03/24/the-great-2020-quarantine-book-spine-poem-challenge/ 

Kids Magnetic Poetry Online 
Create poetry with words given. 

http://play.magneticpoetry.com/poem/Kids/kit 

Poetry Worksheets and Printables
Poetry workshops for preschool to 5th grade 

https://www.education.com/worksheets/poetry-writing/ 

SPORTS 

Exploratorium 
Science of baseball with activities. 

https://www.exploratorium.edu/baseball/activities.html 

Sports Illustrated for Kids 
Sports news for kids 

https://www.sikids.com 

ZIPPERS and other FUN FACTS 

Wonderopolis 
You may want to explore this whole page. Or check in daily for the Wonder of the Day 

https://www.wonderopolis.org/ 

Guinness World Records 
Activities for kids to try from Guinness World Records 

https://kids.guinnessworldrecords.com/activities/ 
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ACTIVITY IDEAS 
 

Beyond the Chalkboard 
Beyond the Chalkboard activity ideas from the Boston Children’s Museum. 
 
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/ 

 

Highlights Kids 
Games, recipes, crafts, etc from Highlights. 
 
https://www.highlightskids.com/ 

 

The Kitchen Pantry Scientist 
Simple recipes for real science. 
 
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/ 

 

Super Simple -- Kids 
Kids songs, shows, crafts, recipes, activities, resources for teachers & parents. 
 
https://supersimple.com/ 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

ARTS and CRAFTS 
 

All Kids Network 
Thousands of fun kids activities like kids crafts, worksheets, coloring pages, printable mazes, dot 
to dot, hidden pictures and more. 
 
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/ 

 

 

http://www.sopl.org/
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/
https://supersimple.com/
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/
https://supersimple.com/
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/
https://supersimple.com/
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/
https://supersimple.com/
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/
https://supersimple.com/
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/
https://supersimple.com/
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/
https://supersimple.com/
https://supersimple.com/
https://supersimple.com/
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
https://www.beyondthechalkboard.org/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://kitchenpantryscientist.com/
https://supersimple.com/
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
http://www.sopl.org/childweb/cindex.html


 

Paper Airplanes 
How to make a paper airplane that set a world record. 
 
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/how-to-make-record-setting-paper-airplane/  
 
10 of the best paper airplane designs 
 
https://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/outdoor-play/10-of-the-best-paper-
plane-designs/news-story/7f7ac94ddc1c5059f17b25e7c880722e 

 

Scott Magoon’s Studio Storytime 
Read and draw together! New episodes posted each Wednesday 8AM EST. Watch them 
anytime!  
 
https://scottmagoon.com/storytime 

 
 
 

AUDIO / PODCASTS 
 

Podcasts Kids Listen 
Podcasts for kids 
 
https://www.kidslisten.org/activity-podcast 

 

 

 

 

COLORING 

Comics for Good 
COVED-19 Coloring Pages from Comics for Good 
 
https://www.comicsforgood.com/download 

 

Crayola 
Coloring pages from Crayola 

 
https://www.crayola.com/featured/free-coloring-pages/ 

 
 
 
 

COOKING and FOOD 

America’s Test Kitchen 
Kid-Friendly Recipes from America’s Test Kitchen 
 
https://www.americastestkitchen.com/kids/recipes 
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GAMES and PUZZLES 

Crazy Games 
An array of online games for kids 
 
https://www.crazygames.com/ 

 

Jigsaw Explorer 
Online jigsaw puzzles 
 
https://www.jigsawexplorer.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 

PRINTABLES and WORKSHEETS 

Worksheets 
Free and fun worksheets for kids. 
 
https://www.123homeschool4me.com/home-school-free-printables/ 

 

 

 

STRESS MANAGEMENT 

PBS Kids 

 PBS Kids offers de-stressing activities, including how to make a glitter jar  

https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/make-a-mindfulness-jar-or-calming-
timeout-timer 

https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-you-and-your-kids-can-de-stress-during-coronavirus 
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NON SCREEN ACTIVITIES 
The following list has been curated from an article in WSJ dated April 9, 2020,  

“100 (Non Screen) Ideas to Occupy Your Kids in Quarantine.” 
  

To SOPL Families: 
I pulled items from the above article to create a list for the South Orange community. After 
working in the children’s room for 15 years I know most of you and what you like to do to have 
fun.  Let me know how I’m doing at children@sopl.org and include any ideas and activities to 
add to the list. 

See you soon. 
--Ms. Beth 

 

 
 

ART PROJECTS  
 

Sidewalk Chalk 
Cheer on essential workers, by writing thank yous outside your house, draw a picture for 

neighbors, or scrawl a surprise message outside a friend’s house  

 

Puppets 
Weed out your old socks and make a puppet using art supplies from around the house   

 

Birdbox 
Build a spring nesting box using plans from nestwatch.org  

 

Bob Ross Experience 
This requires some screen time 

Every single episode of Ross’s 1983 PBS show Bob Ross: The Joy of Painting is now available to 

watch for free on YouTube. So if you’ve been itching to make some quarantine art but don’t 

know where to start, you’re in luck. 

 

Fly a Kite 
Kids can make their own kites using string, straws and newspapers.  

 

 

BEDTIME 

Shaving cream 
Let the kids make designs in the tub and clean up with a squirt bottle  

 

Read a Story 
No bedtime is complete without a bedtime story, your choice, then a kiss and hug goodnight. 

Sleep tight!  

 

mailto:children@sopl.org
https://decider.com/show/bob-ross-the-joy-of-painting/


 

 

INDOOR GAMES 

The Classics 

Scrabble, Backgammon, Monopoly 

 

Cards 
Teach the kids how to play War, Hearts, Crazy Eights, Gin Rummy and Solitaire  

 

Treasure Hunt 
Bring together an indoor search party to decode hints you hide around the house  

 

Radio Drama 
Make a radio play; How to get started? Go to www.wikihow.com, How to Write a Radio Play in 8 

steps.  

  

Build a Fort 
Use Blankets, sheets, chairs, pillows and imagination to create a private nook for kids. Feel free to 

make one for yourself too.   

 

Dress Up 
Pull out the clothes you have been meaning to donate and have the kids put on a fashion show.  

 

MadLibs 
If the real thing isn’t handy, make your own with fill in the blank sentences  

 

Shadow Theater 
Use a flashlight to make pictures with your hands and check out peepandthebigwideworld.com 

for how to make a shadow theater using shoe boxes or cardboard. Also included are instructions 

on how to create a shadow mystery theater. Then gather your audience who will have to guess 

what’s making the shadow. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wikihow.com/
peepandthebigwideworld.com


 

 

 

OUTDOOR GAMES 

Tag, Hide and Seek, jump rope, kick ball, roller skating… 
One of my favorite outdoor game to play as a kid growing up in Brooklyn, was a game we 

called “Hit the Penny”, put several pennies on a crack in the sidewalk, the two players stands 

across from the other about 3 feet from the crack and with a bouncy ball, each player has a 

turn to move the penny to the other side of the crack, whoever gets the most pennies moved 

wins and gets to keep the pennies.   

My brothers favorite outdoor game was “stoop ball”, I was never very good at that and kept to 

“Hit the Penny”! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Services 

http://www.sopl.org/childweb/cindex.html


South Orange Public Library         www.sopl.org 

Children’s Services 

 

 

FOR PARENTS 

Emergency Child Care Assistance for Children of Essential Workers 

Parents who must report to work can apply for this service from the State of New Jersey. 
 
https://www.childcarenj.gov/Child-Care-for-COVID-19/Essex 
 

 

 

ARTS 

Laurie Berkner   

Laurie Berkner is on Facebook Live most weekday mornings at 10 a.m. ET for “Live Berkner 
Breaks.” 
 
https://www.facebook.com/LaurieBerknerBand/photos/rpp.40626363329/10158227599388330/?t
ype=3&theater 

 

Dav Pilkey    

Dav Pilkey shares drawing tips. 
  
https://www.loc.gov/search/?fa=partof%3Adav+pilkey+at+home&sb=date_desc 

 

Jason Reynolds 

Reynolds, the National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, talks about his journey from 
reluctant reader to award-winning author. 
 
http://guides.loc.gov/jason-reynolds/grab-the-mic 

 

Center for Puppetry Arts 

FREE online programming continues. 
  
https://www.facebook.com/CenterforPuppetryArts/ 
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COOKING 

Cooking up History 

The Library of Congress has thousands of cookbooks and recipes, including Thomas Jefferson's 
recipe for macaroni and cheese and for ice cream, cookbooks dating as far back as the 16th 
century, and even Rosa Parks's recipe for "featherlite pancakes".  
 
https://www.loc.gov/static/portals/families/documents/CookingUpHistory.pdf 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

Kidzsearch 

Kid-related and safe search engine. 
 
http://www.kidzsearch.com 

 

Wide Open School 

Wide Open School is a free collection of the best online learning experiences for kids curated by 
the editors at Common Sense. There is so much good happening, and we are here to gather 
great stuff and organize it so teachers and families can easily find it and plan each day.  
 
https://wideopenschool.org/ 

 

 

 

EXERCISE 

AllTrails 

Type your location you will get maps, photos and reviews of local trails.  Check for closures 
before heading out. 
 
https://www.alltrails.com/?fbclid=IwAR174Ntssx6FlbWVOaxWYm-
i5cm1S4NKf5fafYp6gqQQBeYaLIzbYkGlRqg 
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GOVERNMENT 

Ben's Guide to the Government 

Ben's Guide to the U.S. Government, a service of the Government Publishing Office (GPO), is 
designed to inform students, parents, and educators about the Federal Government, which 
issues the publications and information products disseminated by the GPO’s Federal Depository 
Library Program. Play related games 
 
https://bensguide.gpo.gov 

 

 

READING 

Harry Potter at Home 

Nifty magical craft videos (teach your friends how to draw a Niffler!), fun articles, quizzes, puzzles 
and plenty more for first-time readers, as well as those already familiar with the wizarding world 
 
https://www.wizardingworld.com/collections/harry-potter-at-home 
 
 

SCIENCE AND HISTORY 

Amazing Space  

Learn about space and stars  
 
https://amazing-space.stsci.edu/ 

 

DK Find Out! 

Learn about science, animals and history. 
 
http://www.dkfindout.com/us 

 

The Doctor Is In 

Dinosaurs. Cats. Humans. Arguably the three greatest enigmas EVER. Fortunately, Smithsonian 
curator of vertebrate paleontology, Dr. Hans Sues, is willing and able to explore these mysterious 
creatures in our new Deep Time series, “The Doctor Is In.” He also answers other questions like, 
"why do cats like boxes," "is 'Die Hard' a Christmas movie," and "how did T-Rex crunch through 
bones?" 
 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTfZeq4M00Zv740Vh7Qd_YRiq_0n9sCb- 
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The Nature of Things 

Videos on Facebook from Naturalists Marissa and Hadley.  Starting the week of May 11th, expect 
videos to be posted on Tuesdays and Thursdays! Also available on our Google Classroom using 
code: rilawbb.  
 
https://www.facebook.com/TheNatureofThings.education/ 
 
 
 

 

 

Twelve Fun Science Experiments 

12 ways to make science fun for your kids at home. 
 
https://mashable.com/article/science-experiments-for-kids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Children’s Services 
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